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Multifamily Metro Outlook:
P i t t s b u r g h  – Q 2  2 0 2 3

Overview:
• Pittsburgh’s pace of recovery is picking up, though it still lags much of the nation; while the unemployment rate

remains higher than the national average at 3.8%, it’s worth mentioning that it’s currently at the lowest level
seen in the past two years. The mix of industry has also boded well for the metro, allowing employment levels
to increase over the past year by slightly less than 1.4% in second quarter ending 2023.

• However, as is the case around many other parts of the nation, unprecedented inflation levels and interest rate
increases continue to pressure on wage growth. Thus, payroll wages declined -0.63% from last year’s levels –
the first decline seen in the last two  years. Be that as it may, the median household income advanced by just
under 5.3% to $71,600 – though this is still slightly below the national median.

• Even with below average incomes, the metro remains affordable to most households. Housing price growth in
Pittsburgh has consistently struggled to outpace the nation, and thus, is one of the rare metros where single-
family housing costs have never outpaced rents. Lackluster home price growth means that asking rents are
nearly 1.13 times more expensive than the estimated P&I.

Market Strengths:
• Healthcare will return as the primary job creator in Pittsburgh, though the pace of growth will trail much of the

nation; employment in healthcare continues to accelerate, surpassing pre-pandemic payroll levels. Much of the
reason for healthcare’s sluggish recovery in the metro has been demographic. While the outsize senior
population has kept demand for healthcare buoyant, finding and retaining staff has proved challenging.

Market Weaknesses:
• Pittsburgh evolved into an emerging technology hub, specializing in urban and autonomous vehicle driving.

However, with high interest rates dampening investment, following an already tough year for tech companies,
many are announcing layoffs. Notably Argo AI, the crown jewel autonomous driving company in Pittsburgh, is
shutting down.

New Development:
• New supply came online in record numbers this quarter, though the pace of construction in Pittsburgh hardly

makes it a competitive market. Close to 2,850 units were delivered in second quarter ending 2023, more than
ten times the units delivered last quarter, and the highest amount to date since at least 2006. Even with the
record development that took place, the construction pipeline remains at the highest level ever seen with more
than 4,200 units underway.

• Just over 3,500 single-family units were completed in the second quarter, pushing the sales inventory in the
metro to slightly over 26,500 properties; though the number of total active listings has contracted by close to -
10.0% over the past year. An additional 3,500 units construction permits were issued for single-family
properties, pushing construction activity closer to its historical average.

Multifamily Outlook:
• With all the development focus in Pittsburgh on multifamily, the market is unlikely to underperform the rest of 

the nation. Even with an influx of supply, vacancies were flat at 5.0%, which is below the national average. 
Further, rents increased 0.75% over last quarter’s levels to an average asking price of
$1,400. Still with the construction pipeline at the highest level it’s ever been and not enough residents to fill 
them due to the metro’s population outflows, outperformance is just as unlikely.

Economy:
• Pittsburgh’s recovery is beginning to pick up. The emergence of tech in the metro kept the economy from 

outright collapse during the pandemic, and healthcare continues to fuel employment gains as concerns of 
a recession loom closer. Longer term, the strength in mining and manufacturing will offset softness in 
construction - which is expected to face headwinds, but subpar demographic trends will still leave growth 
trailing the rest of the nation.
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We welcome your feedback! Please give us a call or send an email with any comments, suggestions, or insight you 
may have or information you’d like covered in future editions.

Opinions, analyses, estimates, forecasts, and other views of Fannie Mae’s Economic and Strategic Research (ESR) Group included in these materials should not be construed as
indicating Fannie Mae’s business prospects or expected results, are based on a number of assumptions, and are subject to change without notice. How this information affects
Fannie Mae will depend on many factors. Although the ESR Group bases its opinions, analyses, estimates, forecasts, and other views on information it considers reliable, it
does not guarantee that the information provided in these materials is accurate, current, or suitable for any particular purpose. Changes in the assumptions or the
information underlying these views could produce materially different results. The analyses, opinions, estimates, forecasts, and other views published by the ESR Group
represent the views of that group as of the date indicated and do not necessarily represent the views of Fannie Mae or its management.
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